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Abstract
In these days, electronic keyboards are popularly used among people, as substitute of piano or as “a

toy with keyboards”.

The aim of this study is to explore the potentiality of adopting these keyboards
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into music education in kindergardens, nursery schools, and utilizing them at the scene of rhythmic
activities and music plays as it can be handled by ordinary child-care workers.

In the study, we focused on four subjects, “rhythm”, “tone”, “optical navigation”, “electronic key-
boards + @ ”. “Rhythm” indicated the practice of utilizing the rhythms built in keyboards, changeable
rhythms and tempos and a start-stop button. “Tone” indicated the practice around tone, and “optical
navigation” was that of utilizing luminous keyboards. In “electronic keyboards + @ ", other materials,
e.g. cards, were utilized.

On “rhythm”, we invented some games and body movements, using the rhythms. It enabled us a
new approach, that is, to invent infants’ body movements derived from the rhythms of pop music, at
the scene of rhythmic activities, though it had been said that it would be difficult for care workers who
don’t have technique for playing the piano and improvising. On “Tone”, we made the practice of
inventing games and “a picture book with sound effect” and enhancing images of music by using the
sounds and songs. Especially, we found that the activity of making music and sound for picture
books is possible for every care worker in their daily programme, because picture books can be
always found in every kindergarten and nursery school and it can be converted to other instruments.
On “Optical Navigation”, we invented games, and performance of easy tunes, using the function of
optical navigation. On “electronic keyboards + « ”, we adopted mainly playing cards as “+a ".

While keyboards as interface have been comprising the basis in music education as singing, an uni-
versal method for teaching electronic keyboards has not been established, because their modes will
be inevitably changed to that of new models. Also in the practices stated above, each example was
unique and additional tests would be possible only for the people who own the relevant model.
However, we could propose the most appropriate way of utilizing electronic keyboards for infants. In
addition, the card play on “electronic keyboards + @ " became a chance for us to explore the contact
point between music lessons and intellectual education system for infants, and it gave us some hints
for constructing a new music learning system aiming for development of infants’ thinking power, etc.
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