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The Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction and Voices of
Children in Japan

KAMOTO Itsuko

(Abstract)

Since 1991 when the bubble economy had burst out in Japan, the number of Japanese women who find their
foreign spouses overseas has increased. Some of them had returned to Japan with their children without consent of
their spouses. In Western countries this behavior is a crime as parental kid napping. After the Millennium Western
countries started to claim that Japanese government had indulged Japanese mothers who should have taken sole
custody for her children.

The 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction is the principal tool for a parent
seeking the return of a child abducted across international borders. The Hague Convention provides a legal
framework for securing the return of an abducted child so that judicial authorities can make decisions on issues of
custody and the best interests of the child. It was in 2014 that this Convention came to effect in Japan. Some cases
of seeking the return of child have appealed to the higher courts after family court decisions. More than a dozen
cases have been published in the Family Court Journal. Filing these cases, this paper will focus on two aspects; what
kind of situation has been taken as “a grave risk” by Japanese Courts and how the voices of children have been taken
into considerations.

Key words : Hague Convention, best interest of child, voices of children, a grave risk





