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Infringement of Rights to Light for Producing Electricity:
Cases on Photovoltaic Interruption

SUWA Aki

(Abstract)
With the increasingly pressing climate change threat, introduction of renewable energy has become an urgent

imperative. Regarding solar power generation, there are cases where development of photovoltaic (PV) facilities
cause conflict between property owners and his/her neighboring parties, upon seeking of the right to access on solar
light for power generation purpose. This article illustrates two Japanese lawsuits in which property owners argue
upon potential infringement over solar access, due to the newly developed structure nearby, and analyze challenges
with respect to current legal system.

PVs are expected to play increasingly important role in supplying electricity, and the access rights to sufficient
solar light, including its economic consequences, shall be fully argued in legal community in Japan.
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