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All this time, Lord Arthur Savile had remained standing by the fireplace,
with the same feeling of dread over him, the same sickening sense of coming
evil. . . . He thought of Sybil Merton, and the idea that anything could come
between them made his eyes dim with tears.

Looking at him, one would have said that Nemesis had stolen the shield of
Pallas, and shown him the Gorgon's head. (16)
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At last he seemed to have realized the decree of destiny. He heaved a deep
sigh of relief, and Sybil's name came to his lips.

“Have you dropped anything, sir?” said a voice behind him suddenly.

He turned round, and saw a policeman with a bull's eye lantern.

“Nothing of importance, sergeant,” he [Arthur] said, smiling and hailing a
passing hansom, he jumped in, and told the man to drive to Belgrave Square.
(56 —57)
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This [murder] done, he could stand before the altar with Sybil Merton, and
give his life into her hands without terror of wrong doing. This done, he
could take her to his arms, knowing that she would never blush for him, never
have to hang her head in shame. But done it must be first; and the sooner the
better for both.

Many men in his [Arthur's] position would have preferred the primrose
path of dalliance to the steep heights of duty; but Lord Arthur was too
conscious to set pleasure above principle (27 —28)
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“Do you remember that horrid Podgers? He was a dreadful imposter. Of

course, I didn't mind that at all, and even when he wanted to borrow money I
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forgave him, but I could not stand his making love to me” (60) &&i%. Z 2T,
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“Well, he is not a bit like a chiromantist. I mean he is not mysterious, or
esoteric, or romantic-looking. He is a little, stout man, with a funny, bald head,
and great gold-rimmed spectacles; something between a family doctor and a
country attorney” (7)
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He had also to think of Sybil's father and mother, who were rather old-
fashioned people, and might possibly object to the marriage if there was
anything like a scandal, though he felt certain that if he told them the whole
facts of the case [murder of Lady Clementina] they would be the very first to
appreciate the motives that had actuated him. (31)
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Wilde asserts that the mindless commitment to duty, and action unwittingly
brings about the destruction of one’s authentic self. Furthermore, this
Victorian dedication, which transforms duty and action into ends in
themselves, is capable of staggering inhumanity in pursuit of its twisted ideals;
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Wilde illustrates this through Lord Arthur's dutiful homicide. (Cohen 54)
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veiled confession . . . Lord Arthur’s preordained crime suggests Wilde's latent
homosexuality” (54) &, 7—H—DIPIRE T A NV FOEPESE & O
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CEEHoT2DTRZVESL ) Ho TD20ITF, RI1I3) ZORENLET
holetEZbN5,



“Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime” 2% ¥ v ¥ VD %cs 89

BBbHYIC

[7—%— - F T VIOGE] 1&. —BMIIZERZLEZ SR TV
TEmTH Y, TEEANLWEE (the boisterously comic) | (Sloan 104) 72 & W
BYAMIAFRD VBT L 7205 AMEMITEBRIIRAE V) OIS D
AR=U=THY, FH—AFHHLTVE LI [FIV TV - 7L 4o
Hig] 28 bE 2 X9 GG HER-FIIERICE LR > Twba 2 Enb b,
RIEY, BEIEV) VX YVZFICEEE LAD LR WERTH 5,

7= =1, WIRRRBOBAIESCTHMICRAZ LD L ERIC R
D, EBRICBAZILTE V), ELIEEVOMNLEL LTHIrNTHD, 7275
MIZRBIE S IR E 19K E OB ER S ZHH T 572012, T4V E
MEVML72F Y7275 —Th Y, fEmBERIIEFICESLH» S ZHFFL T
WbHLOD, FRITHNI-NELE L >TWb, BAEWH T EIZEL T,
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