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through an Angela Carter-ish landscape of forbidding plains and hidden
tunnels, ... we begin to suspect that the communal amnesia might not be such
a bad thing after all.” (Preston) o
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HEBWHELAZ)EHLAD X9 &35 : “Ax] had felt, almost tangibly, the
peculiar mix of comfort, excitement and fear such a movement could bring.
Telling himself he would return to these curious sensations at some later point,
he shut them out of his mind and concentrated on the scene unfolding before
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Then to Wistan, he [Axl] said: Tm comforted at least, sir, to find you take no
delight in these horrors you paint.’

Td take delight if I could, Master Axl, for itll be vengeance justly served.
Yet I'm enfeebled by my years among you, and try as I will, a part of me turns

from the flames of hatred. It's a weakness shames me, yet I'll soon offer in my

place one trained by my own hand, one with a will far cleaner than mine.’
(340)
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‘Master Edwin! We [Axl and Beatrice] both beg this of you. In the days to
come, remember us. Remember us and this friendship when you were still a
boy.’

As he heard this, something else came back to Edwin: a promise made to
the warrior; a duty to hate all Britons. But surely Wistan had not meant to
include this gentle couple. (344)
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to find in himself no trace of the earlier bitterness. Instead he felt almost
overcome by an urge to defend her, not just from the harsh wind, but from
something else large and dark even then gathering around them. He rose and
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‘It was just foolishness and pride. And whatever else lurks in the depths of
a man’s heart. Perhaps it was a craving to punish, sir. I spoke and acted
forgiveness, yet kept locked through long years some small chamber in my
heart that yearned for vengeance. A petty and black thing I did her, and my
son also.” ... ‘And I think now it’s no single thing changed my heart, but it was
gradually won back by the years shared between us. ... A wound that healed
slowly, but heal it did. For there was a morning not long ago, ... I watched my
wife still asleep though the sun already lit our chamber. And I knew the last
of the darkness had left me.’ (357)
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%2 A 72 “Axl and I would remember our life together, whatever its shape,
for it's been a thing dear to us.” (180) “I'll not have us hide. No, I'll not, Axl,
and aren’t you the same? Let’'s see freely the path we've come together,
whether it's in dark or mellow sun.” (322), Z LTS IEHWEEHE DT H W,
BEEFET, TRTORVEHZPTA LR E ZZ THEEINENHE
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‘You ask for a memory brings particular pain. What else can I [Axl] say,
boatman, than it's of our son, almost grown when we last saw him, but who
left us before a beard was on his face. It was after some quarrel and only to a
nearby village, and I thought it a matter of days before he returned.’

“Your wife spoke of the same, friend,’ I [the boatman] tell him. ‘And she
said she’s to blame for his leaving.’

‘If she convicts herself for the first part of it, there’s plenty to lay at my door
for the next. For it's true there was a small moment she was unfaithful to me.
It may be, boatman, I did something to drive her to the arms of another. ...
[OJur son was witness to its bitterness, and at an age too old to be fooled with
soft words, yet too young to know the many strange ways of our hearts. He
left vowing never to return, and was still away from us when she and I were
happily reunited.’

‘This part your wife told me. And how soon after came news of your good

son taken by the plague swept the country. ... (355 —356)
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‘... But why blame yourself for it? A plague sent by God or the devil, but
what fault lies with you for it?’
‘I [Ax1] forbade her to go to his grave, boatman. A cruel thing. She wished
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us to go together to where he rested, but I wouldn't have it. ...’
‘Ah, so that's it, I [the boatman] say. ‘That part your wife was shy to reveal.

So it was you stopped her visiting his grave.’
‘A cruel thing I did, sir. And a darker betrayal than the small infidelity
cuckolded me a month or two." (356)
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1 Nietzsche I 553 % 2 L IZEROUESLMLTH S Lk %, “the smallest and with
the greatest good fortune, happiness becomes happiness in the same way: through
forgetting or, to express the matter in a more scholarly fashion, through the capacity, for as
long as the happiness lasts, to sense things unhistorically.” (“On the Uses and
Disadvantages of History for Life”)

2 Alter i34 ¥ 7unhua— X PRBROHHENLA Y A L -V a3 vy2iF /bR
% : “Before Mr. Ishiguro got around to talking about the inspiration for “The Buried
Giant,” he digressed for nearly an hour about France after the Nazi occupation, modern-
day Bosnia and Japan, and other places that seemed like possible settings for the novel at
one point. ... He considered setting it in post-World War II France, or in contemporary
Bosnia, America or Japan.” (Alter), ¥ 7z, Preston i [ENLO6N72FE Al 12V = /%4
FOREEPKMEI N TS LB T % @ “We can view the “buried giant” as the way
history has been swept over any number of genocides, from Armenia to Rwanda.”
(Preston) o
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