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A history of the city of Osaka seen from the
Transformations of its cemeteries
in a disconnected society

MAKIMURA Hisako

(Summary)

The graves and cemeteries of a big city have been undergoing significant transformations
such as individualization, alienation and fluidity as a result of its modernization and
urbanization. We also notice the recent appearance of shared or intangible and even time-
limited graves. This paper intends to analyze how a big city such as Osaka has been trying
to maintain a space for cemetery in a society where a number of great social changes have
occurred. Some changes had begun in the Meiji period (1868 —1912) and the most important
one in recent years has been the phenomenon called the aging and declining population.
Therefore, our analysis tried to trace relations between the transformation of the public
cemeteries and the social development of the city from the Meiji period to the present time,
taking the examples of the cemeteries at Minamihama, Minami, Uriwari, Hattori and the
Sennan Memorial Park. As a result, I found that the cemeteries and the epitaphs can serve as
a means to know not only the life history of one person as an “individual” but also that of the
“group” of people who lived in the city in an increasingly disconnected society. This means
that the study of the cemeteries and the graves is a part of urban history which registers and

memorizes the development and changes of the city.

Keywords ! cemetery, urban history, the city of Osaka, urbanization, disconnected society



