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Dinner came before she had untied it, and then it was the Captain himself
— Captain Nicholas Benedict Bartolus, a sea-captain of distinguished aspect,
who did it for her as he helped her to a slice of corned beef.

‘A little of the fat, Ma'am ? * he asked. ‘Let me cut you just the tiniest little
slice the size of your finger nail.” At those words a delicious tremor ran
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through her frame. (Orlando, 148 —149)
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... there is a little secret which men share among them; Lord Chesterfield
whispered it to his son with strict injunctions to secrecy, ‘Women are but
children of a larger growth.... A man of sense only trifles with them, plays
with them, humours and flatters them’, which, since children always hear
what they are not meant to, and sometimes, even, grow up, may have
somehow leaked out, so that the whole ceremony of pouring out tea is a
curious one. A woman knows very well that, though a wit sends her his
poems, praises her judgement, solicits her criticism, and drinks her tea, this
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by no means signifies that he respects her opinions, admires her
understanding, or will refuse, though the rapier is denied him, to run her
thorough the body with his pen. All this, we say, whisper it as low as we can,
may have leaked out by now; so that even with the cream jug suspended and
the sugar tongs distended the ladies may fidget a little, look out of the window
a little, yawn a little, and so let the sugar fall with a great plop as Orlando did
now — into Mr Pope’s tea. (Orlando, 204 — 205)
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Orlando, who had just dipped her pen in the ink, and was about to indite some
reflection upon the eternity of all things, was much annoyed to be impeded by
a blot, which spread and meandered round her pen. It was some infirmity of
the quill, she supposed; it was split or dirty. She dipped it again. The blot
increased. She tried to go on with what she was saying; no words came ... No
sooner had she said Tmpossible’ than, to her astonishment and alarm, the pen
began to curve and caracole with the smoothest possible fluency. Her page
was written in the neatest sloping Italian hand with the most insipid verse she
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had ever read in her life.... (Orlando, 227)
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It came to five shillings and ninepence. I gave the waiter a ten-shilling note
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and he went to bring me change. There was another ten-shilling note in my
purse; I noticed it, because it is a fact that still takes my breath away — the
power of my purse to breed ten-shilling notes automatically. I open it and
there they are. Society gives me chicken and coffee, bed and lodging, in
return for a certain number of pieces of paper which were left me by an aunt,
for no other reason than that I share her name. (A Room of One’s Own, 47)
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Then she strode into the dining-room where her old friends Dryden, Pope,
Swift, Addison, regarded her demurely at first as who should say Here’s the
prize winner ! but when they reflected that two hundred guineas was in
question, they nodded their heads approvingly. Two hundred guineas, they
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seemed to say; two hundred guineas are not to be sniffed at. She cut herself a
slice of bread and ham, clapped the two together and began to eat, striding up
and down the room, thus shedding her company habits in a second, without
thinking. After five or six such turns, she tossed off a glass of red Spanish
wine, and, filling another which she carried in her hand, strode down the long
corridor and through a dozen drawingrooms and so began a perambulation of
the house, attended by such elk-hounds and spaniels as chose to follow her.
(Orlando, 301)
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