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Studies on the Components of Red Yeast
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Fig. 1 Extraction and purification of the pigments produced by Rhodotorula rubra.
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Table 1.
pigments produced by Rhodorula rubra.

Chromatographic separation of the

Absorbent

Alumina, activated

Fraction No.

1 Eluted with PB
2 Eluted with PB : Acetone (1:1)
3 Eluted with Acetone : Methanol (1 : 1)
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Fig.2 Infra-red spectrum of the pigments of Fig. 3 Absorption spectra of the pigments produced
produced by Rhodotorula rubra (NaCl). by Rhodotorula rubra (in n-hexane).
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Table 2. Comparison of absorption maxima
of the pigments produced by Rhodotorula

rubra and g-carotene
Pigment Absorption maxima in n-hexane (nm)‘

Fr. 1 423 448 475

Fr. 2 375 445 474

Fr. 3 382 488 508

p—Carotene 423 448 475
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